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Dear Sir: 



I hereby certify that this 
correspondence is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service 
as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Assistant 
Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 2023 1 , on the date 
shown below. 




LETTER RE INCOMPLETE OFFICE ACTION 

The undersigned hereby acknowledges receipt of the Office Action mailed 
on August 15, 2000. However, the Office Action is incomplete, for the following 
reasons. 
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Applicants filed an Information Disclosure Statement on February 8, 



2000, as evidenced by the enclosed photocopy of an acknowledgment post card bearing 
the date stamp of the U.S. Patent Office. However, the August 1 5 Office Action does not 
acknowledge the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement, and does not indicate 
that the Information Disclosure Statement has been considered on the merits. For 
example, the Examiner did not initial and return the copy of Form PTO-1449 that 
accompanied the Information Disclosure Statement. The Information Disclosure 
Statement complies with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, and was filed 
well in advanced of issuance of the first Office Action on August 15, 2000. Accordingly, 
Applicants are entitled to have the Information Disclosure Statement considered on the 
merits before issuance of a first Office Action on the merits. 



It is respectfixUy requested that the Examiner withdraw the incomplete 



Office Action which was issued on August 15, 2000, consider on the merits the 
Information Disclosure Statement which was filed on February 8, 2000, and then issue 
a new Office Action which takes the Information Disclosure Statement into account. 



BAKER BOTTS L.L.P. 
2001 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, TX 75201-2980 
(214) 953-6684 

Date: August 23, 2000 

Enclosures: Copy of Post Card bearing PTO Date 




RespectfiiUy submitted, 
BAKER BOTTS L.L.P. 



Stamp of February 8, 2000 
Acknowledgment Post Card 
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